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The term PFAS (as defined by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 2021 - see
section 4 below) represents a large group of thousands of fluorinated chemicals used globally since the 1940s
in a multitude of different products and processes for their unique water-, oil-, heat- and stain-resistant
properties. However, due to their high stability in the environment and resistance to biodegradation, all PFAS
are persistent, and many are highly mobile in global waters. PFAS are present in groundwater, freshwater
systems, the marine environment, in wildlife and in our human bodies. We do not truly know the harm that may
be evolving as there are many scientific evidence gaps. PFAS have been associated with adverse human health
effects, and effects in wildlife, in exposed populations following localised pollution events. Regulations aiming
to control exposure to PFAS and mitigate the risks are now emerging around the world to prevent potential
harms from accumulative pollution from multiple chronic and diffuse sources.


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fluorinated-gas-f-gas-guidance-for-users-producers-and-traders
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3. What s the concern about PFAS?





http://www.oecd.org/officialdocuments/publicdisplaydocumentpdf/?cote=ENV/CBC/MONO(2021)25&docLanguage=en



https://nc3rs.org.uk/



https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhanes/nhanes_13_14/PFAS_H_MET.pdf
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_report.cfm?Lab=NCCT&dirEntryId=344817
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_Report.cfm?dirEntryId=349706&Lab=CCTE
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Figure 2: A proposed risk-based framework based on a decision-tree approach around PFAS use and scientific evidence
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e Scientists inform the decision
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11. Polluter pays principle (Rio
Principle 16)

12. Rectification at source principle

13. Impacts on other region principle
(Rio Principle 12)

10. The need for simplified, connected, and consolidated regulatory action in the UK




UK Chemicals Standards Agency could turn the current fragmentation of chemicals
regulation across departments into a strength
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